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Review: Presonus AudioBox GO
The „Go“ in the name already indicates that this USB audio interface is primarily designed for mobile use. And the 
AudioBox GO scores with its format.    by Jan Wilking

Features
2x2 audio interface

USB-C connection

Microphone/Line input

+48V Phantom power

Instrument input

2 TRS jack outputs

Resolution: 24 Bit/96khz

Bus-Powered

From macOS 10.13, Win 10

A
t only approximately 11 x 8 x 4 cm, 

the AudioBox GO is even more com-

pact than most mobile audio solu-

tions we have tested. And the feather-

weight of 230 grams can hardly be felt 

in your pocket. But the low weight alrea-

dy indicates that Presonus has only re-

lied on plastic here. We would, therefo-

re, recommend the AudioBox less for raw 

stage use, but for the jam session at your 

buddy‘s house or in the park; the quali-

ty fits. Even in a cramped desktop stu-

dio, you‘ll be happy about every centi-

meter gained. In the studio, however, 

you might want to secure the AudioBox 

with Velcro so that it doesn‘t slip, or even 

fall off the studio table, every time a ca-

ble is touched.

2x2 audio interface
AudioBox GO is a 2x2 USB audio interfa-

ce. There is a microphone input with the 

XMAX-L preamp that is already familiar 

from other Presonus models, which can 

offer up to 50 dB of preamplification in 

the GO model. With low-level micropho-

nes such as the Shure SM7B, this can be 

a bit tight, but as a rule, there should be 

enough reserves. A line signal can also be 

recorded using the XLR/jack combo so-

cket instead of a microphone. 

The second input is only available as 

a jack and is optimized for instruments; 

however, the different orientation of the 

two inputs also means that stereo recor-

dings are not as easy to implement as you 

might expect.

While we‘re on the rear panel, let‘s 

take a look at the other connections: Two 

jack outputs go to the monitoring system, 

such as a mixing console, amplifier or ac-

tive monitor speakers. And the USB-C 

port connects the AudioBox GO to your 

computer, which then also takes care of 

the power supply.

Direct monitoring
The first thing that catches your eye is the 

mix control on the front panel. Here, you 

can mix the input signals (such as micro-

phone or guitar) continuously with the 

playback from your DAW and listen to 

them latency-free during the recording. 

Such a flexible solution directly via hard-

ware is not a matter of course for compact 

interfaces in this price range and, there-

fore, gives it a plus point. Two additional 

small controls are responsible for the re-

cording level of the two inputs.

In the test, it was noticeable that the 

level was not linear, but that a strong 

amount of amplification took place in 

the last control range, which was then 

also associated with an increased noi-

se level. If you take this feature into ac-

count and avoid the last boost, the Audi-

oBox GO proves to be very low-noise. In 

addition, there is the illuminated switch 

for 48V phantom power, the large volu-

me control and the headphone output 

on the front.

Another thing worth mentioning is 

the extensive software package, which 

covers a wide range of music production 

tasks and offers real added value for both 

beginners and advanced users.

Field test
The AudioBox GO is class-compliant, that 

is, it is recognized and integrated by your 

computer without prior driver installati-

on. It is recommended, however, that you 

download the free control software from 

Presonus. This gives you direct access to 

the sample rate, clock source and buf-

fer size. Just connect the cables to the so-

ckets which are, unfortunately, not secu-

red to the case making them a bit wobbly; 

and the test scenario is ready. During the 

first listening test, the audio signal from 

the DAW could be played back via the 

studio monitors without audible distor-

tions. The relatively powerful and punchy 

headphone output also stood out positi-

vely, which is, unfortunately, not a matter 

of course for inexpensive compact inter-

faces. The various recordings from micro-

phone, electric guitar and analog mono 

synthesizer were also pleasing: Predomi-

nantly linear without big dents in the fre-

quency response, and pleasantly free of 

background noise.

Verdict
AudioBox scores with an ultra-compact 

format and low weight. Although you 

have to make some sacrifices in terms 

of features and build quality, the sound 

quality has not been skimped on and 

the recordings with the AudioBox GO 

can definitely satisfy even semi-profes-

sional demands. r

Alternatives
Behringer U-Phoria 
UMC202HD 
69 Euro 
behringer.com

Zoom U-22 
75 Euro 
zoomcorp.com

Mackie Onyx Artist 1.2 
79 Euro 
mackie.com

Except for the headphone out 
jack, all ports are located on 
the back.

Facts
Manufacturer: PreSonus 
Web: www.presonus.com 
Ref: Speciatly Trade 
Price: 77 Euro

J Good sound quality
J Compact and mobile
J Uncomplicated 

operation
J Stepless Direct 

Monitoring
J Large software package

Sound:  
Workmanship:  
Price/Perf: 

Total: 
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