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This is a unit that I need no introduction to, having used the Presonus Fader-
port in my home studio for about five years now, I have become very attached
to this device and it is almost like an extension of my left hand when I am
working through a mix. For those of you who have not had a look at this com-
pact, but creative, controller, perhaps now might be a good time to stop and
consider if you are getting the most out of your mix time. With the Presonus
Faderport, you are not only able to give yourself a more hands on feel when
working within the box, but you can speed up your edit and mix sessions by
reducing the reliance so many of us have on using the mouse for most
functions.

CLEVER DESIGN

From the moment I first came across these units many years back I was
impressed with the way in which it was laid out. This unit is set up so you can
have plenty of control and functionality all within reach with just one hand.
The bottom row of buttons takes care of your transport controls, right where
you want them so you can operate these without even looking and reach to
the unit by touch to stop, start, record arm or scroll back and forth. Just
above these you have a shift key to change up your button features, a punch,
user settings and loop marker key too. These do not see as much use, but a
still very handy right where they a placed. Then you have a row of buttons to
allow you to scroll though the different windows within your DAW as well as an

undo/redo button. I love this button. That takes care of the lower half of the
unit, above that there are still more controls crammed into this small inter-
face. You get read, write, touch and off buttons for you fader mode and
mute, solo and record enable buttons at the very top.

DYNAMIC CONTROLS

So, with plenty of buttons to take care of so many functions, there are still a
few to mention, and this is where it gets really good. There are two channel
scrolling buttons and a bank selecting button just below the mute. These
allow you to assign the pan pot and fader that are included on the Faderport
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to any channel you wish. Sure, it may seem a little underpowered having just
one fader and one pan pot, but really, I have found that is all you need. With
the channel select buttons, you can skip across you channels onscreen quickly
and easily so the fader and pot change their assignments.  For such a compact
device, there is really so much going on in the Presonus Faderport and I am
sure it will become an invaluable tool for you just like it has for me.

By Rob Gee

RRP: $199
Distributor: National Audio Systems
Phone: (03) 9761 5577
Website: www.nationalaudio.com.au
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